Current trends in the development of synthetic materials for medical applications.
During the last 30 years, advances in material science have led to the development of a number of synthetic materials that have unique properties for medical applications. To date, most of these synthetic materials are nondegradable and accordingly have found limited applications. This article discusses synthetic biomaterials and explores their uses, suggesting that in future, implants will find more routine applications and that degradable implants will be refined, leading to wider applications.